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A I R C A R R I E R 
MINIMUM SAFE A L T I T U D E S AND D I S T A N C E S 

The purpose of this regulation i s to provide an additional margin of safety for a i r car
r i e r s by rais ing , with certain exceptions, the present minimiSD instrument alt i tudes over 
mountainous terrain from 1,000 feet to B,000 feet; the minimum night VFR alt itudes in un
lighted areas over mountainous terrain from 1,000 feet to 2,000 feet; and the minimum day 
VFR altitudes from 500 feet to 1,000 feet. 

Air carr ier accidents in which a ircraf t have failed to c lear the terrain have c l e a r l y 
pointed to the need for r a i s i n g the minimum en route alt itudes to provide for a greater mar
gin of safety In those areas or under those conditions where miscalculations, altimeter e r 
rors, or unusual weather conditions may result In insufficient clearance at the presently 
established minimum al t i tudes . 

Interested persons have been afforded an opportunity to participate in the malting of 
this amendment, and due consideration has been given to a l l relevant matter presented. 

I n consideration of the foregoing, the C i v i l Aeronautics Board hereby amends Part 61 of 
the C i v i l Air Regulations (14 CFR, Part 61, as amended) effective March 10, 1946; 

By amending §§ ei .74 through 61.741 to read as follows: 

61,74 Flight altitude rules. Except during take-off and landing, the flight altitude 
rules prescribed i n § § 61.740 a n d el.741, I n addition to the applicable provisions of 
I 60.107, s h a l l govern a i r c a r r i e r operations: Provided, That other altitudes may be estab
l ished by the Administrator for any route or portion thereof where he rinds, after consider
ing the character of the t e r r a i n being traversed, the quality and quantity of meteorological 
service, the navigational f a c i l i t i e s available , and other riight conditions, that the sare 
conduct of fl ight permits or requires such other alt i tudes . 

62.740 Day VFR passenger operations. No a i r c r a f t engaged I n passenger operations s h a l l 
be flown at an altitude less than 1,000 feet above the surface or l e s s than 1,000 feet from 
any mountain, h i l l , or other obstruction to f l ight , 

61.741 Night VFR or IFR operations. No aircraf t s h a l l be flown at an altitude l e s s than 
1,000 feet above the Highest obstacle located within a horizontal distance of 5 miles from 
the center of the course Intended to be flown or, in mountainous t e r r a i n designated by the 
Administrator, 2,000 feet above the highest obstacle located within a horizontal distance of 
5 miles from the center of the course intended to be flown: Provided, That in VFR operations 
at night In such mountainous areas a i r c r a f t may be flown over a lighted c i v i l airway at a 
minimum altitude of 1,000 feet above such obstacle. 

(Sees. 206 (a), 601, 604, 52 Stat. 984, 1007, 1010; 49 U.S .C . 425 (a), 651, 554) 
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